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The    antern 

Imagine for a moment that I give you a 

sweater for Christmas. It is a nice 

sweater that fits well and one you would 

wear. However, after you open the gift, I 

tell you there are some strings attached. You can only wear the 

sweater on Mondays, Wednesdays, or the fifth Friday of any given 

month. In addition, you must wear the sweater at least once a month, 

even in the summer! 

 Is that much of a gift, or do the limitations make the 

present a burden? When we give someone a gift, we usually do not 

give it with expectations. Most of us would not want to receive 

something in the same manner. Yet, it seems that the temptation to 

give a gift and dictate how it is used often affects the way we give to 

the church.  As we prepare to vote on a budget for the church at our 

congregation meeting on January 24, I want to share some thoughts 

about giving. 

 First and foremost, giving is a response to Godôs goodness. 

God first gives us wonderful gifts, like grace, forgiveness, mercy, 

love, food and shelter. We gratefully acknowledge that all we have 

comes from God. Thus, we respond to Godôs goodness by giving 

freely of our gifts. 

 Giving is also an act of faith. When we make a financial 

gift to the church, we trust that God will bless these gifts so that 

ministry can continue. Through our ministries, we pass on the faith, 

letting our ñlight so shine before others, so that they may see our 

good works and give glory to our Father in heavenò (Matthew 5:16). 

Beyond that, we show faith that our church will use these gifts in the 

best way possible and that we have faith in the daily ministries. We 

give, not only to sustain day to day activities, but also to make 

certain that the church will continue to be a presence in the 

neighborhood and peopleôs lives long into the future. 

 It is a struggle for many of us, because we want to support 

other ministries. When Sara and I first met, she and I were talking 

about tithing. I told her that I gave 10% of my income, before taxes, 

to the church I was serving. However, I took $100 out of that gift 

each month to send to my internship congregation. She responded 

by asking, ñSo you think the congregation where you are a member 

should be affected because you feel your money can support more 

important ministries?ò It was an excellent question, and one I 

struggled with mightily. However, I believe she was right. By 

denying part of my gift to my home congregation, I was potentially 

limiting what could happen in that place. 

 At a church where I worshipped during college, several 

church members admitted that they were upset and started giving 

only to a fund for the upkeep of the churchôs cemetery. They 

thought this would send a message to the congregation, the church 

council, or the pastor. However, giving was a confidential matter, so 

no one knew what they were doing. Furthermore, they didnôt realize 

that by not supporting the general operating fund, they were hurting 

ministries like music, education, and outreach. They were no longer 

helping to pay staff salaries or keep utilities covered. They were not 

supporting the upkeep of the building. Yet, they expected staff to be 

fully present to do their work, ministries to continue, and the church 

to be in good repair. 

 Several years later, the congregation was over $50,000 

behind in operating budget. Some of these members stood up at a 

congregation meeting and apologized, as they realized they had hurt 

ministry instead of aiding it. The church began to recover 

financially, and those who were initially upset continue to be strong 

advocates for faithful giving, using their own stories as examples. 

 As we think about our own congregation, it is helpful to 

remember that our faithful financial contributions support the ability 

for Trinity to perform the ministry God calls us to every day. It 

takes a lot to keep a church operating, and we depend on everyone 

in the church family to meet those needs. 

 While we look at meeting those needs, we never let budget 

drive our ministry. Instead, ministry drives the budget. In other 

words, we ask ourselves questions like: What is God calling us to 

do? Where is God leading the planning? What will it take to make 

those things a reality? Where can the church go and grow with 

faithful giving? 

 The reality, however, is that as we set a vision of our 

ministry plan, we realize that budgets become a thermometer to help 

us gauge how people have given and might give. As we look over 

the past few years and giving trends, there are some concerns as we 

move into the 2010 year. Whenever we vote on budgets, we take a 

giant leap of faith. ñYesò, we proclaim, ñas a whole we commit to 

giving so that the plan for ministry can be carried outò. This also 

presents an opportunity for us to enter into intentional prayer and to 

think about whether or not we can increase our individual giving. 

For some, the opportunity to do so may be present. 

 I trust this is true, because we are seeing growth in this 

place. Giving continues to be up slightly over 2008, which is 

wonderful, given the economic challenges our country is facing. 

People continue to freely share of their time and talents, and some of 

the special offerings we collect are amazing. Canned foods pour into 

this place for the Mt. Healthy Alliance. Volunteers are growing in 

numbers to help with the community meal and garden. This is a 

congregation of givers, and for that, I give thanks to God. 

 So, what might we do as we move forward? One way to 

look at the situation is this. Adding an additional $100 a year to our 

giving would mean that each of us gives $8.33 more per month. 

Some of us can probably do more than that, while others can do less. 

If you are able, decide on a total amount that you would like to add 

to your yearly gift, then divide by twelve. That will give you a 

monthly figure. When I look at the $100 level, I realize that if I gave 

up one large pizza from Papa Johnôs each month, I could easily add 

the additional $8.33 to my contribution. 

 Let us prayerfully consider our giving for 2010. Let us 

keep in mind that God calls us to be sacrificial, faithful givers. 

Above all else, let us remember that God blesses us with an 

abundance so that we can be a blessing to others. 

 

Giving with you ï 
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Council met on December 3. Here are some highlights: 

¶ We determined that our new members will be given 
photo directories as long as extras are available.   
Members who had their photos taken or provided pho-
tos will each get their own directory. We will maintain a 
list of members who did not include their photo but 
would like to have a copy of the directory, and copies 
will be made available for a nominal fee based on 
availability. Note that at some point members will be 
able to access the directory on line, when we have 
verified that the online source is something we feel 
comfortable in using. 

¶ The latest developments on the new ministries were 
discussed. Feed Your Neighbor is going very well, over 
1000 meals served. The Community Garden is pro-
gressing. The ministry has received an additional 
$5000 grant from an outside source. The garden 
should be ready in the Spring of 2010. 

¶ We continued discussing the 2010 budget. It is a 
very tight budget but we are hoping for additional giving 
in December that will help balance the 2009 budget. 
Discussions included staff raise and benefit options, 
the need for part-time help in the office, the desire to 
keep our benevolence at a minimum of 5%, the desire 
to update bathrooms, exterior lighting and further secu-
rity. The council will review the budget in January so it 
can be decided on by the congregation at the annual 
meeting on January 24. 

¶ There is a concern over people coming into Trinity 
to solicit money and/or food on Sundays and other 
times people are present. We need to refer them to the 
Mt. Healthy Alliance where further assistance is avail-
able. If you want to provide something directly, you 
should use fast-food gift certificates or you might have 
some Kroger gift cards with some money on them to 
hand out, so you can make sure the gift is used as in-
tended. 

¶ Council passed a motion to no longer allow money 
to be spent from Trinity funds unless there is a balance 
to offset the funding request.  We have several miscel-
laneous funds with negative balances, and our auditors 
are recommending they be cleaned up.  Financial gifts 
will work out details on a policy for this. 

¶ Council passed a motion to recommend to the con-
gregation where to allocate Holiday giving in 2010. 
This will be presented at the annual meeting. 

¶ Average attendance is holding relatively steady.   
We've added three new members to our roles. 
 

Presidential Points 

  Ruth Rosberg  Jan  1 

  Louise Muehlenhard Jan  4 

  Mary Cilley   Jan 11 

  Marlene Theile  Jan 22 

  Jerry Glendenin  Jan 24 

¶ Pastor Todd provided dates for his upcoming 
vacation and continuing education. He also 
passed his class at the University of Cincinnati. 
As of this time we will not look for an intern to 
join Trinity in 2010, primarily due to being short 
of funding. We will begin planning in 2010 to 
hopefully host an intern in 2011/2012. 
 

Our next meeting will be Thursday January 7, 
2010 at 7 pm.  All members are welcome! -  
Gary Fredensborg, President 
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Nominating Committee Progress  
  

We are prayerfully considering names of possible 

candidates for our open council positions to be 

elected to two year terms in April 2010.  If you are 

interested in being on church council, or know of 

someone who might be interested, please let one of 

our nominating committee members know.  The 

committee includes Leath Sarvo, Terrie Webb, Dean 

Shoup, Steve Gilbert, and Gary Fredensborg.  The 

positions we are seeking to fill are:  President, Fi-

nancial Gifts Ministry leader, Worship Ministry 

Leader, Properties Ministry Leader, Staff Support 

Ministry leader, and an At-Large member concen-

trating on Outreach.  The members of the nominat-

ing team have further details on what each position 

is responsible for. Please keep the Nominating com-

mittee in your prayers as they complete this impor-

tant work.       - Gary Fredensborg, President 

Thank you from the Alliance 
 
The Mt. Healthy Alliance would like to thank all Trinity 

members who donated food or made monetary contributions 

toward providing food for Mt. Healthy families for Thanks-

giving and Christmas.  Over 300 families were assisted for 

Thanksgiving, and the ingredients for a Christmas breakfast 

and dinner were provided for 405 families.  Thank you also 

to all those who contributed gifts for the children of families 

being assisted by the Alliance.  Trinity members supported 

37 families providing  gifts for  81 children. 

 

Alliance pantry needs for January include cereal, tooth paste, 

and tooth brushes.  

 Calling all Sr. High  
School-ers and  
Confirmands!!! 

 
 

What: The Winter Youth Retreat  
ɉÆÏÒÍÅÒÌÙ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȭ+ÉÒË×ÏÏÄȭɊ    
Who: Sr. High and Confirmation  
 Youth 
When: January 15-17, 2010 
Where: Woodland Lakes Christian  
       Camp  Amelia, OH 
 
Why:  Ȱ#ÕÚ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÔ  
 ÓÔÁËÅȦȱ 
!.$ȣÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á 
chance to engage the real 
ȬÓÔÕÆÆȭ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ Á ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ 
young person while having 
outrageous fun!! 

RSVP: Please respond by Jan. 10 
via phone, email, or text.  Every 
participant MUST have a permis-
sion form.  Watch your snail mail 
for more information and come to 
the brief parent information 
meeting on Jan. 10th  following 
the Breakout! service. 
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01/01 Ruth Rosberg  

01/02 Lori Short  

01/02 Seth Bridger  

01/03 Baylee Sarbach  

01/04 Louise  

 Muehlenhard  

01/04 Jordan Gilbert  

01/05 Lois Kohler  

01/06 Terry Anderson  

01/06 Lainie Repka  

01/07 Bill Grigsby  

01/07 John Peters  

01/07 Angela Schaiper  

01/09 Vivian Repka  

01/10 Dina Sorn  

01/10 Caty Spalding  

01/11 Mary Cilley  

01/11 Don Beinke  

01/11 Rebecca Rapp  

01/12 Dawn Bouman  

01/12 Brooke Wendt  

01/17 Jannell Bauer  

01/18 Jim Anness  

01/18 Theresa Stockdale  

01/19 Yvonne Hite  

01/19 Kenneth Bouman  

01/19 Kohen Mabry  

01/20 Colin Bogart  

01/20 Courtney Booth  

01/21 Betty Sturgeon  

01/22 Marlene Theile  

01/22 Shelley Bridger  

01/22 Megan Simon  

01/24 Sylvia Wagner  

01/24 Jerry Glendenin  

01/25 Kaaren Fanta  

01/25 Justin Meyer  

01/27 Jessica Peters  

01/27 Paige Havlin  

01/27 Chloe Planitz  

01/29 William Cilley  

01/29 Matt Gardlik  

01/29 Abigail Reeb  
 

Please Remember In Prayer and With 

Cards and Visits 

Those from Trinity who are hospitalized:  

Call Trinityôs Message Line ð 522-8515   

for the current listing. 

Those from Trinity who are homebound:  

Bob and Ruth Atkinson, Marcella Bobinger, 

Ernie Dasch, Lois McAdams, Anne Louise 

Peters, Diane Sorn and Anne Wade. 

Those from Trinity in extended care:  

Luther Anspach at Twin Towers,            

Charlotte Long at Heartland of Woodridge, 

Kathleen McIntire at Mt. Healthy Christian 

Home, Tom Salzman at Triple Creek,       

Bud Wert at Wellspring and Grace Wiechers 

at Mercy, St. Claire. 

Those from Trinity in retirement facilities :  

Rita Atkins, Elaine and Jim Benedict,        

Ella Boegeman, Jo and Charles Ehler,    

Elores Estenson, Esther Feinthel,          

Naomi Gabbard, Lois Greenberg,           

Emily Habel, Evelyn Heyl,                    

Maggie Mollenkopf, Margaret Obercorn, 

Mary Roller, and Virginia Thompson. 

 

Adam Ashbrock 

Jacob Brock 

Ronald Dell 

Kevin Ernst 

Paula Eversole 

Matt Howard 

Nicholas Kostoff 

Joshua Philips 
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Thank you to the following 

volunteers who helped in 

the office, with the Lantern 

preparation and bulletin 

stuffing this past month: 

Ron Haefner and Ramona 

Krapp. 

Lantern Deadline 
 

The Lantern deadline is the 15th of each month. 

Articles received late will be held until the next 

month. 

Email your articles to  cwebb@trinitymthealthy.org 

or place them in the mailbox in the library. 

HELP US LIGHT UP THE 

CHURCH DURING EPIPHANY  
 

The season of Epiphany starts on January 6, 2010. 
The Worship Ministry Team will once again be   
asking church members to bring in small votive  
candles to put in the windows of the sanctuary   

during the season of Epiphany. A primary theme 
during  Epiphany is ñlightò, as many of our scripture      

readings reveal Christ as the light of the world. 
Please mark the candle holders so that we will 

know who to return them to. Also, if you can do-
nate some votive candles or tea lights for use, that 
would be great! You can give candles and candle 

holders to Pastor Todd. 

A special thank you from 

Mary Roller for the sym-

pathy cards she received 

at the death of her sister 

and brother-in-law. 

Kam and Tim Plaatje 

8580 S Cove Dr 

Maineville  OH   45039 

 

 

Holly and Doug Teal 

630Walter Ave 

Fairfield  OH   45014 

Year End Donations 
 

At the end of the year many people traditionally donate 

to charities and non-profit organizations.  I would urge 

you to consider Trinity Lutheran Church for your year 

end donation this year.  Consider all the many wonderful 

ministries and activities Trinity is providing.  Trinity is 

also able to accept securities as a gift. 
 

Securities �±Forms are available online 

(www.trinitymthealthy.org/donationpage). 
 

Online �± Gifts can be made online through the church 

website (www.trinitymthealthy.org/donationpage).   

Electronic donations can be made from a checking       

account, savings account debit card, or credit card.  You 

may choose to make a one time gift or schedule a gift to 

be offered to Trinity on a regular basis through a secured 

website.  All information is confidential. 
 

All gifts must be received by December 31, 2009 in or-

der to get credit for the 2009 tax year.  If you have any   

questions send an email to   

donations@trinitymthealthy.org 

GOOD NEWS FROM  

�.�$�7�(�¶�6���&�8�3�%�2�$�5�' 
 

Kateôs Cupboard has been the beneficiary of several 

generous donations in the last month.  Union Central 

Ins. together with Jewels by Park Lane conducted a 

fundraiser, The John and Shirley Davies Foundation 

contributed a generous donation, and Cincinnati Bell 

organized a fundraiser and donated 27 blankets and  

several other baby items.  In addition to all that good 

news comes the generosity of our congregation.  We 

thank you so much for keeping Kateôs Cupboard in  

your thoughts and prayers. 
 

PeaceééLinda Rocklin and all the K.C. volunteers 


